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coalition of public officials, police forces, 
school administrators, teachers and parents, 
to form a network of experience, expertise, 
and idea exchange. Drawing on this wealth of 
knowledge, the Youth Congress drafted a res-
olution to encourage and inspire action by 
their school administrators and the govern-
ment officials. 

The action points of the resolution are as 
follows: 

We, the Students of the 10th Congressional 
District Youth Congress, for our safety and 
continued growth as problem solvers, critical 
thinkers, and involved citizens, urge you to 
adopt the following policies and programs: 

Establish a core curriculum throughout all 
high schools on conflict resolution and diver-
sity education. This program should devote 
time evenly to nonviolent conflict resolution 
training and in-depth studies of diversity train-
ing and acceptance. The diversity training 
should include, but not be limited to, studies of 
the civil rights movement, gay and lesbian 
issues, native American history, a study of the 
Holocaust, and a wide range of cultural and 
ethnic education studies. 

Implement peer mediation and other proven 
student-to-student problem-solving initiatives. 

Form a parent/student advisory board and 
task force charged with development and pro-
motion of honor codes and disciplinary poli-
cies. The advisory board and task force will 
work to increase parent education and estab-
lish workshops to help parents teach and sup-
port nonviolent and cooperative problem-solv-
ing for families and communities. 

Establish student review boards with over-
sight of honor codes and disciplinary policies. 
The review board will also promote on-going 
conflict resolution awareness and training for 
all students and staff. 

Establish a policy that no student be re-
moved from the student population without 
due process, and a plan for the student’s 
eventual reentry or a clear and specific action 
plan for the student and family. 

Review the role of uniformed and non-uni-
formed police officers as well as security staff. 
Promote the role of police and security as 
facilitators or models of effective conflict reso-
lution. Police officials should be resources to 
encourage students and staff to respect dif-
ferences, as well as being informed liaisons 
with youth- and family-serving organizations in 
the community. 

Work to reduce class size to create an at-
mosphere conducive to appropriate learning 
and one that is less prone to create conflict. 

Provide access to mental health services, 
through creative partnerships with community- 
based health and mental health providers. Es-
tablish the presence in all schools of a full 
range of mental health services for students 
and staff. Special emphasis should be placed 
on continuing staff training, assessment and 
mental health counseling for all students and 
families, and establishing strong links with 
community social service agencies. 

Pass reasonable and uniform gun control 
laws within our cities, including registration 
and safety lock laws. 

Study the impact of a culture that among 
other things, has sold violence as entertain-
ment and promotes insensitivity to human suf-
fering. Encourage print and electronic news 

media to balance their coverage of tragedy, 
terror, death and disaster with attention to the 
aspects of human existence that ennoble, en-
rich and empower students, families and com-
munities and in doing so begin to tell new sto-
ries about all of us. 

The students and youth of the Cleveland 
area will play a significant role in replacing our 
culture of violence with a culture of peace. 
The model they set forth this day can be used 
as a model in cities all across our nation. 

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the work of the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict Youth Congress, as these students con-
tinue to lead the way in establishing long last-
ing peace in our schools and communities. 
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BRING GEN. AUGUSTO PINOCHET 
TO JUSTICE IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2000 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the murder in Washington, D.C. of 
Orlando Letelier and his assistant Roni Karpen 
Moffit by the Chilean intelligence agency 
(DINA) has been a point of contention for the 
Chilean and United States governments since 
it occurred in September of 1976. Letelier was 
an important figure in the democratically elect-
ed government of President Salvador Allende 
and he came to this country after being impris-
oned and beaten in Chile and then released 
by the Pinochet dictatorship from the position 
he had held, Chile’s ambassador to the U.S. 
There is compelling evidence that Gen. 
Pinochet ordered his assassination. Moffit died 
because she happened to be driving in the car 
with him which had been wired with a bomb. 

Now that Pinochet has had his immunity re-
voked by a Chilean court, U.S. authorities 
have begun to review whether sufficient 
grounds exist to authorize his extradition. 

Joshua G. Hill, a Research Associate with 
the Washington-based Council on Hemi-
spheric Affairs (COHA), authored a brief re-
search memorandum on Pinochet’s involve-
ment in the assassinations and steps being 
taken to bring him to justice. I commend to my 
colleagues this brief paper on a case that has 
remained of such great importance to so many 
people in the U.S. and Chile. 

‘‘Pinochet and the Letelier Case,’’ by Joshua 
Hill, research associate, Council on Hemi-
spheric Affairs, Washington, D.C. 

PINOCHET AND THE LETELIER CASE 
BACKGROUND 

Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet’s seven-
teen-year reign was one of terror and mur-
der. Not only were well over three thousand 
political opponents killed or ‘‘disappeared’’ 
in Chile (including several U.S. citizens), but 
Pinochet’s murderous group extended into 
the United States as well. Orlando Letelier, 
one of the most famous Chilean dissidents 
living abroad was murdered September 21, 
1976 on the streets of Washington, D.C. Now 
that the Santiago Court of Appeals has re-
moved General Pinochet’s immunity, the 
U.S. Department of Justice is reviewing the 
possible extradition of Pinochet to stand 

trial for the car bombing murders of Letelier 
and Roni Moffitt, an American colleague of 
Letelier’s at Washington’s Institute for Pol-
icy Studies. According to the evidence pre-
sented at the time of the trial, the bomb was 
detonated by remote control. Letelier was 
killed instantly, while Roni Moffitt died 
when a metal shard pierced her body. Her 
husband, Michael, who was in the back seat, 
miraculously survived the blast. 

THE INITIAL TRIALS 
The Department of Justice led by Attorney 

General Janet Reno reopened the Letelier 
case once Pinochet returned to Chile after 
being held under house arrest, in Great Brit-
ain. Accusations arising in Chilean and 
Spanish courts have rejuvenated interest in 

THE MOUNTING EVIDENCE AGAINST PINOCHET 
In March and April of this year, the U.S. 

Justice Department and FBI investigated 
and interviewed witnesses in Chile. They 
were allowed to submit questions through a 
Chilean judge to forty-two subpoenaed peo-
ple. John Dinges, a journalist and author 
who obtained a secret memo from a Chilean 
reporter, claims that an affidavit exists at-
testing to the existence of an order from 
Pinochet to Espinoza to murder Letelier. 
Compounding this testimony, it is a fact 
that Pinochet revoked Letelier’s Chilean 
citizenship only ten days before his assas-
sination in a response to growing outcries by 
Letelier against Chile’s atrocious human 
rights policy. ‘‘What was important to me 
about the stripping of his citizenship was the 
timing of it—just 10 days before the assas-
sination,’’ said E. Lawrence Barcella Jr., a 
former federal prosecutor who won two other 
cases against Chileans involved in the mur-
der of Letelier. ‘‘It clearly shows that the ef-
forts of Letelier was making to bring pres-
sure on Chile-were working. He was getting 
under the junta’s skin.’’ 

After his imprisonment in the United 
States, the Chilean government sentenced 
Contreras in 1995 to seven years for murder. 
Since it is highly doubtful that Contreras 
was acting without the President’s approval, 
this conviction strengthens the case against 
Pinochet. In fact, in Contreras’s 1997 affi-
davit, he stated that no DINA missions were 
ever undertaken without prior consent from 
Pinochet. 

U.S. DOMESTIC PRESSURE IS APPLIED 
Adding to the domestic political pressure 

in the U.S., on May 26 California Congress-
men George Miller and thirty-four other 
Congressmen sent a letter to President Clin-
ton to insist that the U.S. continue to press 
the Chilean government for greater assist-
ance in carrying out the investigation of 
Pinochet’s complicity. They labeled the 
Letelier case the worst incident of terrorism 
committed by a foreign government on U.S. 
soil and the letter requested the president to 
focus on discussing the investigation in his 
meeting with Chilean President Ricardo 
Lagos in Berlin on June 2. It also called for 
the possible extradition of Pinochet to the 
United States if the evidence continues to 
point toward a significant connection be-
tween the former Chilean dictator and 
Letelier’s murder. 

The extradition of Pinochet may be un-
likely due to his advanced age and ailing 
health, but many members of Congress and 
others still are calling for a trial and a con-
viction to reinforce the principle that the 
U.S. will not tolerate terrorism on its soil. 
The Letelier case represents the effort to 
demonstrate that no one is above the law, 
not even a former dictator and self-pro-
claimed president. 
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